Quantitative Study: Length
(Results)
Comparing my writing with a professional one makes me feel as if I were standing naked in front of someone, who is dressed up with fur coat. Although comparing my “baby” with someone else’s is certainly not [a] joyful or pleasing process, after working on this assignment, flaws in my writing seem more apparent than ever, which triggers me to put more effort in fixing those flaws. Also, if I only enjoyed reading Strachey’s work before analyzing it in depth, now his work arouses admiration. [?] It is impressive that an author can create certain mood through sentence variation. I realized that not a single word in Strachey’s work is “just” there without any reason. Every single word, which composes Strachey’s art piece, is there for reason; it might be there for emphasis, for parallelism, for rhythm or for imagery. I hope that one day, I will be able to write such a sophisticated, [and] delicate piece like Strachey’s.

My average sentence length of 21.8 might be the cause of poor sentence structure and organization. I need to improve on how to maintain a long sentence while keeping it grammatically correct.
After doing last year’s quantitative studies, I came to the conclusion that you must always write in long sentences and that you shouldn’t write short sentences. But after looking at Strachey’s writing, I realized that you need a mixture of long and short sentences. For example, I always wrote sentences with around twenty words, but Strachey wrote really long sentences with around forty words and really short sentences with only ten words. He always makes the length of the sentences necessary for the content. For instance, he describes something with long sentences, making it very detailed. I should make some of my sentences’ length vary, so it’s not all the same length. But my writing has really improved; at the beginning of last year, my sentences were all simple and short sentences.

Strachey’s writing of the listed objects moves from one surprising fact to an even more surprising fact. This makes the readers want to keep on reading. Thus a single paragraph is just write for this writing. Strachey also uses the climatic effect at the end of the paragraph, “And Victoria, with a gigantic volume or two of the endless catalogue always beside her, to look through, to ponder upon…with a double contentment, that the transitoriness of this world had been arrested by the amplitude of her might.”
Comparing to his sentences, my sentences are generally longer in length, and I found out that many of my sentences could be abridged to become more precise. For example: 


When one of the students who brought the banner--Joseph Frederick--refused to 
obey the order, Morse confiscated the banner and suspended him in protection of 
the school environment.
Could be revised to:


Refusing to obey the order, Joseph Frederick was immediately suspended from 
school, and his banner was confiscated as well.

Therefore, I should consider making my sentences less wordy next time when I write an essay…. As a writer, Strachey showed his brilliant skill in paragraphing and constructing sentences. His sentences are mostly complex 
sentences that are fluent and precise, featuring the usage of various figures of speech, such as parallelism and parenthesis. I think I should learn from his paragraphing skill, especially how he organize sentences into paragraphs. I also need to improve my ability to use figures of speech like Strachey does. 

In sentence 3, "But not only the dresses—the furs and the mantles and subsidiary frills and the muffs and the parasols and the bonnets—all were ranged in chronological order, dated and complete", parenthesis is used to create stops in the sentence and create a rhythm…. Strachey has a wider range of sentence length of 4~45 while the student only has 8~35. Strachey was able to use figures of speech to control the rhythm and created a more delightful passage for readers to enjoy.
Working on my Quantitative Studies, I realized Strachey uses both short and long sentences, but in overall my sentences were just too long. For example, my longest number of words used in a sentence was very similar to Strachey (Strachey 48, Mine 45); however there was a big gap of number of words used in a shortest sentence between him and me (Strachey 4, Mine 15).
I have learned that I need to put more effort in my length variety. I have learned a bit more about how to write long sentences, however I better start working on my short sentences. It is easy to make a sentence short, but it is hard to decide where to use a short sentence and when to use a short sentence. After analyzing Strachey's passage I find out that short sentences can be use to not only emphasize a certain point but also make a small transition inside the paragraph. And sometimes a length of a sentence becomes so long is because the author is listing out a series of related phrases or clauses. So listing will be another way to extend a sentence (only when if it is effective). 
After reading Strachey’s work, I find that writing a really long paragraph is hard. It’s hard in a way that ideas should be unified into a central topic in order to put them into one paragraph. I find this hard, because the consistency of an idea is difficult to keep up and persevere. Listing things out sounds easy and can easily extend the central idea into details. However, it’s actually difficult to do, because if things are not listed out precisely, it’ll just seem like a bunch of words compacting together. 

Lengths of my sentences are more uniformed than professional’s. I don’t really have extremely long sentence in my writing. But they are all with shorter lengths than professional’s. I separated lots of sentences into short ones, and it made my total number of sentences more even though my total number of words used is not as many.
After finishing the chart above, I was astonished that Strachey has a sentence that consists of 45 words, which is almost double than those of mine. Also, he has extremely short sentence that only has 4 words, which is almost one half of mine. He uses long sentence and short sentence interchangeably so that readers can pay attention. If an essay has all long sentences, then readers won't be able to remember details that the author put in the beginning. However, if an essay has only short sentences, readers might think that the author is novice. I think my sentence length is also good by having a 6 and 25 word sentence. However, I think I still need to use more short and long sentences so that the essay reflects my skill.
My range of words per sentence is narrower [than Strachey’s]. I should have longer sentences – sentences that make sense, not just random works – in order to combine my ideas and organize them; rather than having many short sentences lying around with different concepts. 
By controlling the length of the sentences, we can make our passages more organized and fluent. The rhythm and the transition of the writing can be also created through different usage of punctuation and different sentence length. 

For example, "There, in drawer after drawer, in wardrobe after wardrobe, reposed the dresses of seventy years."(2) Strachey could have just wrote, "There reposed the dresses of seventy years", however in this way the abundance of those dresses will not be as vivid as what the original has done. If we keep the sentence short and concise, the emphasis will become simply the dresses instead of the amount. Strachey extends the sentence and creates rhythm by adding modifiers by using apposition; in this way, the tremendous quantity of the dresses is emphasized. 

For me, I will always end a paragraph when I feel it’s getting too long or when I have around four sentences. But for Strachey, he just keeps writing. This paragraph on Queen Victoria is twenty-two sentences. I never wrote any paragraph that long; I think the length will make it boring.
From the percentage of sentences that contain more words or fewer words than the average sentence length I realized that my sentences are either very long or very short.  My longest sentence was very long only because it contains a parenthesis. Most of my sentences are relatively short compare to the piece. I have the same average sentence length only because I have a few very long sentences. 
According to the data above, Strachey’s writing is more concise. My writing was more redundant. Even though, the total words of my essay is longer than that of Strachey’s, my sentences are still really long and not precise. It’s really important to abridge the sentences without changing any meaning. That is considered a good writing. I wrote this essay in 9th grade. The word usage and grammar are not as correct as my writing right now.  There are only total of twenty-two sentences in Strachey’s article. The longest sentence has forty-five words and the shortest sentence has four words. From this data, we can tell that Strachey’s longest sentence includes lots of information without redundancy which is really good. 

There is only one paragraph in this excerpt of the professional piece by Strachey, however  how does Strachey organize his ideas in this long paragraph is very worth studying. I feel like after a relatively short sentence, a transition has been made. Like sentence nine and ten. After each of these sentences there is a little twist. For example after "Mementoes of the past surrounded her in serried accumulations"(9) Strachey starts to list out those object in the room. So using short sentences can create small transitions within a paragraph. A rather short sentence will have a quick and immediate rhythm thus it will be easier to make that certain switch.
They way he uses a lot of commas to write the sentences in detail, shows that his pace of writing is slow. “In every room the tables were powdered thick with the photographs of relatives; their portraits, revealing them at all ages, covered the walls; their figures, in solid marble, rose up from pedestals, or gleamed from brackets in the form of gold and silver statues.” It contains one semicolon and 5 commas in a sentence, and it is read in a slow pace. 
It is difficult to comment on paragraphs in Strachey’s piece, because it is composed of one long paragraph that consists 22 sentences. I think it would have been unnecessary for Strachey to divide his piece into paragraphs, because the mood throughout his work is consistent. Throughout his piece, Strachey only concentrates in indirectly depicting Queen Victoria’s sorrow towards her husband, Albert’s death, longing for Albert and [her] obsession with “stopping the time.” Division of Strachey’s piece in paragraphs would have ruined slow [pace], melancholic mood, which develops throughout his piece. 
I feel that every time I complete a quantitative study, my writing improves in some way or other. By examining different aspects of professional writing and comparing it with mine, I always learn something different. For this one, I learned that most of my sentences are close in length and that I should work on varying them, I learned that short sentences can create emphasis and transition, and I learned that playing with paragraph length also enables a writer to create desired effect. Quantitative studies require a bit of patience and diligence, but its fruit is sweet.
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