Quantitative Study: Length
(Results)
Although I have become more similar to professional writers in sentence length, I didn't pay attention to paragraph length. I have learned to vary my sentences in length and structure, which is part of what makes good writing good. I also learned to control my sentences and thoughts; I am able to break off thoughts and create transitions to the next sentence or paragraph instead of dragging on in the same sentence. I think paragraph length is not as meticulous, and it really depends on the author’s style. However it would be more interesting to the reader if paragraph lengths varied as well.

In this long paragraph, Strachey uses different kinds of transitions by using different sentence arrangements, passive and active voice, transition words, etc. For example, “Every single article in the Queen’s possession was photographed from several pints of view. These photographs were submitted to Her Majesty, and when after careful inspection, she had approved of them, they were placed in a series of albums, richly bound. Then, opposite each photograph, an entry was made, indicating the number of the article, the number of the room in which it was kept, its exact position in the room and all its principal characteristics. (line 18-20)” make use of the passive (… an entry was made…) and active voice (Every single article in the …was photographed …), transition words (Then), etc. Thus, linking Strachey’s ideas and sentences perfectly.

I like how Strachey was able to list the various details in his sentences. Also, even though he had long sentences, he was able to use commas and such to add pauses into the sentences. These pauses added to the whole rhythmic effect of the work. I think I should also try to add more details into my work and try to add a rhythmic effect into it as well. It seems like there isn’t much rhythm in my sentences. 
Overall, all of my sentences are very short. This might show that I do not use any complex sentences. This is due to the avoidance of me writing grammatically wrong sentences, also my writing skill is not strong enough to construct complex sentences. I used less words than Strachey, and my sentences are a lot shorter. Also, while Strachey uses sentences with a variety number of words, my sentences are very limited to certain length. Additionally, even though I use shorter sentences than Strachey, my shortest sentence is longer than Strachey's.

The professional piece’s longest sentence is much longer than mine. Its shortest sentence is three words shorter than mine. Its gap between the longest sentence and the shortest sentence is more than the gap between my shortest and longest sentence. Most of my sentences have around 11 to 13 words. Only two of my sentences contain more than ten words over the average. Its shortest sentence “So, indeed, were Victoria’s” is concise and emphasizes on how Victoria want to arrest time by the amplitude of her might. I should try to use shorter sentences for emphasis and to catch the readers’ attention.

I tend to write too much extraneous contents in my works, because I usually just jot down whatever comes into my minds first. Thus I’m prone to failing to emphasize the main points in the end, as I focus too much on other trivial details. I’ll focus on extending my sentences and improve on flow of the sentences by adding more transition words and cutting out some extraneous details.

My piece is a typical five-paragraph essay, composed of one introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and one concluding paragraph. This is because I focused on three different topics about Hsinchu. My three body paragraphs describe three different things about Hsinchu. Thus, a five-paragraph essay best suits my essay. Unlike my piece, the professional piece only has one paragraph that discusses about the same topic – how Queen Victoria wanted to arrest time. One paragraph best suits the professional piece…

There is a significant difference in paragraphs. My paragraphs on average are two sentences longer than Strachey’s paragraphs. And my longest paragraph contains seven sentences while Strachey five. Strachey, although writing an extremely detailed and emotional narration, is trying to keep the paragraphs short. Shorter paragraphs can help both the reader and author organize their thoughts easier. If manipulated well enough, the use of paragraphs can be used by the author as a way to control the reader’s interpretation of the text. In general, shorter paragraphs go at a faster pace, keeping to conciseness.

There are in total three instances of parenthetical construction in his work. The interruption of flow of the passage caused by the multiple uses of parenthesis naturally evokes a fragmented feeling that fits the occasion of the piece.
Strachey’s piece uses a huge amount of appositions to enhance the imagery of the passage. For example, in sentence 2, "There, in drawer after drawer, in wardrobe after wardrobe, reposed the dresses of seventy years", apposition is used to control the rhythm of the piece when it is read. In sentence 7, "The dead, in every shape-- in miniatures, in porcelain, in enormous life-size oil-paintings -- were perpetually about her", apposition is used once again (except it's in the form of a parallel structure ("… in miniatures, in porcelain, in enormous life-size oil-paintings..") and hyphens) to control and change the rhythm of the reading.
Strachey’s length of sentences varies from very short to very long. This shows that he has concise and detailed sentences. My sentences lack of depth compared to his. I can improve in the length and the ideas in the sentences. 

He also uses anaphora in multiple sentences to emphasize certain points: “The dead, in every shape—in miniatures, in porcelain, in enormous life-size oil paintings—were perpetually about her” and “No chintz might change, no carpet, no curtain be replaced by another”. The first example shows the fact that every little detail of Queen Victoria’s properties had to remain the same while the second one emphasizes that nothing could be altered. However, Mr. Wu has told us once that dashes and brackets make the passage look colloquial. Yet I think as long as the words and symbols convey the actual intentions, meanings, and tone that the author wants to express, the author should use such devices as means of effective communication.
… Strachey’s first paragraph has only one sentence. Maybe Strachey wanted to express a thought that only needed one sentence; and that's where he wanted to break off the thought and start a new paragraph. Maybe I should learn to be less confined by the “traditional five-paragraph essay form” and write as my brain thinks.

Before I started with this assignment, I looked over some of my writings I worked on last school year, compared them with the writings I wrote this school year. I was pleasantly surprised to find out that I started using more variety of sentence lengths this year. I saw this as an improvement from last year. But after I analyzed Strachey’s writing, it made me feel that I need a lot more variety to make the writing more effective. I especially lack short sentences. Strachey had about 50% of sentences that contained 5 or more words below the average while I had 7%.  I should try to shorten my sentences a bit more. 

Strachey incorporates so many words and so many thoughts into one huge paragraph, but yet he still maintains a good flow and smooth development of ideas. However, the problem that arises from this huge paragraph is the readers’ potential loss of attention. In my case, the three paragraphs do not correlate with each other much; therefore I separate them into three distinct paragraphs. Perhaps I can work on developing each paragraph in more depth. It also an interesting note that Strachey ends his paragraph with his longest sentence of 45 words. This brings emphasis for the readers and pushes them to the climax, “the amplitude of her might.”
One thing in particular I realized was how Strachey uses description and “fancy language” to imply and project what he is trying to say. For example he says “Her favorite horses and dogs, endowed with a new durability, crowded round her footsteps.” He didn't just say her bronze statues of her pets crowded around her room. The phrase “new durability” is much stronger.

I think Strachey separates his paragraphs in a clear way and stays on topic. I might not be good at doing that, so I am used to cramming all my sentences into one paragraph…. Starchey also has a very short sentence, which only consists of 5 words. My shortest senteces has 8 words. I guess this kind of shows how our style is different. He has very long sentences, but also very short sentences just to balance the rhythm. My writing is more monotone and has no special tone to it. 

Strachey makes use of different figures of speech in his writing. For instance, ploysyndeton, “But not only the dresses ---- the furs and the mantles and subsidiary frills and the muffs and the parasols and the bonnets ---- all were ranged in chronological order, dated and complete” (line 13), helps make emphasis on the numerous items Victory possessed. The asyndeton, “The dead, in every shape ---- in miniatures, in porcelain, in enormous life-size oil paintings ---- were perpetually about her” (7), creates a special rhythm to the passage.

For the most part, my sentence lengths, including the longest sentence, shortest sentence, and average sentence, all show a good correlation with that of Strachey’s. We both have very long sentences up to 45 words and very short ones as few as 4 words. This shows good sentence length variation and sentence structure diversity. This variation is very important to the reader rhythmically and pace. It would be dull reading the same sentence structure for ten sentences in a row.

It is my first time doing this assignment, I think is an interesting assignment because I’ve never done something like this before. Counting words and sentences, and calculation percentages, it doesn’t seems like an English homework. But I guess it helps us because then we can learn other writers’ style of writing, therefore we can learn from them.

